
S I N C E  Y O U R  T R A N S I T I O N  O U T  O F  T H E  M I L I T A R Y
W A S  U N E X P E C T E D ,  H O W  D I D  Y O U  D E T E R M I N E  W H A T
L I E S  A H E A D ?

The first step I took was to go back to school full time.  Looking back, I think I always
had a heart of a teacher as mentoring and teaching were my core responsibilities in
the army too. So I graduated with a degree in history and did a short student teaching
stint in public schools. I spent the next year connecting with my network when one of
my friends encouraged me to consider selling automobiles. I learned a bit more about
the trade, went to a local dealership and convinced them to give me an opportunity.
Even though I enjoyed the work and was successful, I eventually got tired of the long
hours necessary for the job. Life came full circle when I stepped into the office of an
organization that had provided me assistance previously-Still Serving Veterans. "As
luck would have it," they were hiring for a guide to coordinate the employment side of
the business. My skills were a match! I now serve our Veterans and their families by
assisting them in obtaining meaningful employment and helping them attain the
benefits that they have earned from their service. 

Stephen Hartley is a Veteran who spent 12 years in the Army. In the latter half of his
military career, he was a 92 Fox, petroleum specialist, in the Quarter Master Corps. 
He was a platoon sergeant for a "three five platoon," where he led over 70 soldiers
that provided combat service support in the form of refueling for helicopters and for
vehicles. 
His platoon also tested all the fuel for the Army National Guard, the Marine Reserves,
and the Coast Guard Apache and Blackhawk helicopters that were at the airfield.
After several years of active duty service, even though he wanted to stay in, he was
forced to medically retire due to the epileptic seizures he experienced.
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W H A T  A D V I C E  D O  Y O U  H A V E  F O R  O T H E R  V E T E R A N S
N A V I G A T I N G  C A R E E R  C O N T I N U I T Y ?

 Honor your values. Realize that you hold the solution to many problems you face;
the answer is not in extrinsic situations.

When you find yourself stressed, find constructive and healthy ways to take   care of
your mental and physical health.

Explore your strengths and find something that you're good at. Think back to when
you were young and the things you liked to do; where others said you excelled. Find
the skills you possess that are marketable; if you aren't sure what those are, learn
something basic that can earn you some money.

Stay in good physical shape. You don't have to be a professional athlete or anything,
but engage in physical activity on a regular basis. It clears your  head and keeps you
fit. There's a reason why the military wants you to do PT (exercise) in the morning.
Sound body, sound mind, sound spirit.

T o  r e a d  S t e p h e n ' s  f u l l  s u c c e s s  s t o r y ,  v i s i t  
i R e l a u n c h ' s  S u c c e s s  S t o r y  A r c h i v e !

https://www.irelaunch.com/success-stories?audience=relauncher

